FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:  Margery Marks, (O) 203 661-5220, (cell) 914 954-9645

CONNECTIONS
AT WHEELHORSE GALLERY

Wheelhorse Gallery will present “Connections”, an exhibit featuring the work of international artist Jan Sawka, American painter Sara Harris, Cuban painter Carlos Comesañas, and other gallery artists.  A public reception will be held Saturday, Nov.14, for friends of the gallery and members of the community from 4 to 8 pm. The exhibit will run through November 28 in the rear building at 111 Mason Street in Greenwich.
Jan Sawka, member of the Polish avant-garde during the 1960s and 70s, has become an internationally renowned painter, printmaker, set designer, sculptor and multimedia artist combining art and technology.  As a young man in communist Poland he was part of the artistic underground and designed sets for theaters and posters for the Polish Poster School (his poster Exodus is on display at MOMA.)   He came to the United States in 1977, and began doing Op Ed pieces for the New York Times while he continued his work.  In 1989 he designed a 10-story touring concert stage set for the Grateful Dead, and another traveling set for Traffic in 1994.  
His works are in more than 60 museums including the Museum of Modern Art in New York and Japan, the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, Cultural Foundation in Abu Dhabi, The Victoria and Albert in London, the Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam, the Library of Congress, and the National Museum in Poland. He has had over 100 solo exhibits and won a number of international awards and honors including the Lorenzo the Magnificent Gold Medal in multimedia for his multimedia work “The Voyage,” which he is expanding into an international traveling extravaganza.
Current projects include a new Peace Monument for the City of Jerusalem, which addresses the symbolic status of a city holy to three great religions.  It represents hope springing forth from a wound in the earth into a forest of slender white rods, each bearing aloft a Star of David, a Cross or a Crescent.  For the city of Hamburg, Germany, he is designing “Water in Colors” a multimedia project for an entire island of art which will open in 2011. 
Sawka’s work is made up of complex narratives from his life experiences, bringing together a mixture of history and future expectations.  A fine draftsman and colorist, he challenges us with symbols, associations, the past and the future, realities and dreams, with his abstract realism.  

Sara Harris’ “Root Connection Series” conveys in lush saturated colors the fluidity and sensuality of nature’s shapes, creating the mood of place, season and the moment.  With her brush work she strives for a sense of energy and the flow of life force.  Her work evolves from sketches and notes taken from life, and become a reality in her studio where the creative process becomes of primary importance.  She paints entirely in the studio, re-imagining the natural world with hues more vivid and forms more fluid than nature’s own.  Inspired by Post-Impressionism and Fauvism, she constructs compositions that reveal her spiritual connection to the natural world.
Cuban painter Carlos Comesañas has never been committed to one style. He finds it hard not to invent new ways of saying things. “I have become a bit irreverent in matters of style,” he says.  
“I have tried, but I end up changing everything.  Isn’t the artist supposed to be ‘creative’?” he asks. That irreverence to style allows a dynamic creativity, always discovering new colors, new shapes and subjects.  “In my work there is no formula,” he adds. Comesañas’ paintings in this exhibit vary from the abstract to form-filled realism. With masterful line work and a profusion of bold color, he takes us on an emotion-filled journey. 
Other gallery artists in the exhibit include Danish painter Anne Vibeke Lauridsen, Haitian painters Philippe Dodard, Jean-Claude Legagneur and Ronald Mevs. 
For more information about the gallery and the exhibit contact the gallery at 203 661-5220 or by email art@wheelhorsegallery.com.  The gallery’s website is www.wheelhorsegallery.com  
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